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"If your answer is in the affirmative, it will readily occur to you that no unnecessary time should be lost in repairing to this place. If, on the contrary, it should be the negative (which would give me concern) it might be as well to say nothing of this offer. But in either case, I pray you to give me an answer as promptly as you can/5 l
Marshall decided instantly; he could not possibly afford to accept a place yielding only fifteen hundred dollars annually, the salary of the Attorney-General at that period,2 and the duties of which permitted little time for private practice which was then allowable,3 So Marshall, in a "few minutes" declined Washington's offer in a letter which is a model of good taste.
"I had the honor of receiving a few minutes past your letter of the 26th inst.
" While the business I have undertaken to complete in Richmond,4 forbids me to change my situation tho for one infinitely more eligible, permit me Sir to express my sincere acknowledgments for the offer your letter contains & the real pride & gratification I feel at the favorable opinion it indicates.
"I respect too highly the offices of the present government of the United States to permit it to be suspected that I have declined one of them/'5
*  Washington to Marshall, Aug. 26, 1795; Washington MBS., Lib. Cong.
*  Act of 1789, Annals, 1st Cong., 1st Sess., Appendix, 2238.
8 For Randolph's pathetic account of his struggles to subsist as Attorney-General, see Conway, chap. xv.
4  The Fairfax purchase. See infra, chap. v.
5  Marshall to Washington, Aug. 31,1795; Washington MSS., Lib. Cong.